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Cohorts



A Learning Cohort is 
a group of students, 
with something  
special in common, 
learning together 
to achieve agreed 
outcomes.
For over twenty years, ACOM has 
worked with a broad range of ministry 
organisations to create effective, 
specialised learning cohorts.

Some cohorts have been built around 
denominational orientation: like 
the Fresh Hope Institute, Christian 
& Missionary Alliance, Vineyard 
Churches and Full Gospel Churches.

Some cohorts have been built around 
areas of ministry focus: like Arrow 
Leadership, Southern Lights Church, 
Ellel Ministries, The Tops Conference 
Centre.

Some cohorts have been built 
around areas of specific professional 
development: like spiritual formation, 
chaplaincy, spiritual mentoring, leading 
multi-staff churches and multi-cultural 
ministry.

ACOM works closely with cohort 
facilitators to tailor the learning 
experience to meet the focus of 
the particular cohort. Each cohort 
is uniquely different, having its own 
emphasis, flavour and style based on 
the context of the chosen situation.

When a learning  cohort has more 
than 10 students ACOM may tailor a 
unit to their specialised distinctives or 
organisational goals.

In Cohort relationships, all students 
are enrolled as ACOM students 
through Sydney College of Divinity. 
ACOM takes responsibility for 
ensuring students are provided an 
excellent learning opportunity that 
meets all the quality standards of the 
Australian Qualifications Framework 
(AQF).

All Cohorts are assigned an ACOM 
Student Engagement Manager to 
guide Cohort facilitators & students 
though their experience with ACOM’s 
processes and resources.

Cohort students are also welcome to 
attend all relevant ACOM Facilitations.

Cohort facilitators are provided a 
flexible framework for adding extra- 
curricular ministry activities and 
resources to complement the core 
content according to the cohort’s 
particular learning needs.

This has included: internships, 
supervised ministry placements, 
facilitations, reading materials, special 
speakers, conferences, camps, 
retreats and field/mission experiences.

ACOM cohorts are developed at 
different levels based on student need 
and learning context.

Existing levels are:
Diploma (AQF 5)
Bachelor’s Degree (AQF7)
Graduate Certificate (AQF 8) 
Graduate Diploma (AQF 9)
Master’s Degree (AQF 9)
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What is
a Learning Cohort
and how does it work?



The unique Cohort
learning experience
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ONLINE STUDENT
SUPPORT SYSTEMS

Digital Library
Grammarly
Studiosity

TalkCampus
Student Lounge

PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT
Grounded in Cohort DNA, Culture, Mission, Style and Goals



The Diploma 
of Ministry is 
designed to be 
very practical and 
experience- based. 
The emphasis is on 
giving students a 
hands-on learning 
experience that is 
grounded in the 
ministry context 
of their learning 
cohort.

To complete the AQF 5 Diploma
8 units are to be completed over
1 year full time or 3 years part time.

There are 4 core units plus 4 electives 
Including 2 of the approved practical 
“hands-on ministry” units.

There is great flexibility in the program 
centred on four themes: the biblical 
story, pastoral ministry skills, personal 
formation and hands-on ministry 
experiences.

The Diploma provides flexibility to 
ensure some units may be tailored to 
the specific mission goals of cohort 
facilitators.

This is suitable for those wishing 
to create programs such as an 
ordination pathway, an immersive 
mission experience, or a supervised 
internship.

ACOM supplements accredited 
training resources with a supportive 
digital learning environment including: 
Moodle learning management system; 
online library databases; Grammarly 
writing support; and Zoom video 
conferencing.

The completed Diploma can be used 
as credit equivalent to the first year of 
a Bachelor of Theology or Bachelor of 
Ministry provided students achieve a 
credit grade or above for all units.

Up to 4 units of credit will be granted 
for units that are from an equivalent 
award or institution and have 
outcomes, content, demand hours, 
and assessment equivalent to that of 
units in the Diploma of Ministry

The Diploma of Ministry
– a great place to start!
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PRACTICAL
MINISTRY
UNIT

Practical Ministry Units
- Introduction to Youth Ministry

- Introduction to Christian Worship

- Cross-Cultural Ministry Experience (Mission Trip)

- Proclaiming the Good News

- The Chaplain as Carer: Helping Youth in Need

- Talking to My Neighbour

- Children’s Ministry

- Supervised Ministry 1

- Supervised Ministry 2

- Introduction to Christian Leadership

General Elective Units
- Introduction to Christian History

- Introduction to Mission

- Synoptic Gospels

- Church Movement Distinctives: Your Faith Group

- The Person & Work of Christ

- Christian History Fieldwork (Holy Land)

+

ANY UNITPRACTICAL
MINISTRY
UNIT

The Diploma of Ministry

4 Core Units

4 Elective Units (Choose 4)

INTRODUCTION
TO THE
OLD TESTAMENT

or 

INTRODUCTION
TO THE
NEW TESTAMENT

INTRODUCTION 
TO CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINES

INTRODUCTION 
TO PERSONAL 
FORMATION

INTRODUCTION
TO PASTORAL
THEOLOGY
& MINISTRY

ANY UNIT



06  |  ACOM - Learning Cohorts

What does the
Diploma of Ministry
look like?

What are the entry 
requirements for the 
AQF 5 Diploma?
The Diploma is suitable for:

- those who have completed Year 10
  in the Australian school system

- those who are mature age
  (20+ years)

- those who have demonstrated
  an ability to complete previous
  AQF 5 units of study

What is the
cost of the new
AQF 5 Diploma?
The cost per unit in 2022 is
$1,590.00.

Some units may be more expensive 
when the cost of delivery is deemed 
higher.

Eligible students can access
FEE Help to pay for their unit fees.

Eligible students studying full time may 
apply for Youth Allowance, Austudy, or 
ABSTUDY.

To help resource student pastoral 
support a payment of $200 per unit 
per student is paid to the cohort 
facilitators. This may be more when 
the cost of delivery is deemed higher.



What do the 
different AQF levels 
mean?
The Australian Qualifications 
Framework (AQF) recognises 
different levels of learning consisting 
of knowledge (what we know and 
understand), skills (what we can do), 
and application (how independently 
we can use our knowledge and skills).

A graduate of an AQF 5 qualification 
will be able to identify a recognised 
problem and apply their knowledge 
and skills to find a solution with some 
level of supervision or coaching.

A graduate of an AQF 7 qualification 
should be able to analyse an 
unpredictable problem and apply their 
knowledge and skills independently to 
find a solution.

Students and cohort facilitators should 
select the AQF level most appropriate 
to support the desired student learning 
outcomes – bearing in mind students 
current abilities based on prior 
learning and life experience.

ACOM offers cohorts at
AQF 5, 7, 8 and 9.
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Web /  www.acom.edu.au   Email /  info@acom.edu.au   Phone /  1800 672 692   Centres in /  NSW  |  VIC  |  QLD  |  WA  |  ACT

The Australian College of Ministries (ACOM) is a Member Institute of the Sydney College of Divinity (SCD).
The Sydney College of Divinity is registered as a Self-Accrediting Institute of Higher Education. Its degrees and awards are accredited by the

Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency under the TEQSA Act, 2011 (Commonwealth). ACOM has been a foundational member of the Sydney College of Divinity since 1983.  

Ready to start
your journey?

Call 1800 672 692 or
email info@acom.edu.au
to discuss your particular
training needs, or alternatively,
visit our website to enquire
(acom.edu.au)

mailto:info%40acom.edu.au?subject=
https://acom.edu.au/contact-us/
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